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York, North Yorkshire & East Riding Local Enterprise Partnership (The LEP) 
Date of meeting 8 July 2016 

Pavilions, Harrogate. 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
 
 
PRESENT 
Barry Dodd (BD) Chairman 
Nigel Pulling (NP) Yorkshire Agricultural Society 
Dr Ruth Smith (Dr RS) PM Management Consultants 
Colin Mellors (CM) Higher Education 
Jane Lady Gibson (JG) Make it York 
Cllr Carl Les (CL) North Yorkshire County Council 
Cllr Jane Evison (JE) East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
Cllr Richard Cooper (RC) Harrogate District Council 
Cllr Linda Cowling (LC) Ryedale District Council 
Cllr Stuart Rawlings (SR) City of York Council     
Cllr Richard Foster (cRF) Craven District Council 
Cllr Yvonne Peacock (YP) Richmondshire District Council 
Cllr Linda Cowling (LC) Ryedale District Council 
   
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Richard Flinton (RF) North Yorkshire County Council 
James Farrar (JF) Chief Operating Officer 
Sarah Barkey (SB) The LEP 
Andrew Leeming (AL) The LEP 
Tim Frenneaux (TF) The LEP 
Julian Rudd (JR) Ryedale District Council 
Phil Witcherley (PW) City of York Council     
Sue Lang (SL)  East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
 
 
 
APOLOGIES 
David Kerfoot (DK) The Kerfoot Group Ltd 
Keon Lamberts (KL) University of York 
David Dickson (DD) Family Business Matters Limited 
Peter Emery (PE) Electricity North West Limited 
Richard Shaw (RS) Ellis Patents 
Cllr Stephen Parnaby (SP) East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
Cllr Derek Bastiman (DB) Scarborough Borough Council 
Cllr Mark Robson (MR) Hambleton District Council 
Cllr David Carr (DC) City of York Council     
Cllr Mark Crane (MC) Selby District Council 
Peter Campey (PC) BIS 
Caroline Arkwright (CA) BIS 
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BD welcomed the board to the meeting and to the 2016 AGM at Pavilions on the Great 
Yorkshire Showground. 
 
 

1.  The apologies were noted: BD sent a speedy recovery to DB who has had a back 
operation. DD was attending the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for the York 
Central site with James Wharton MP.  
 
 

2. Minutes of last meeting: the minutes were agreed. 
 
 
3. Chairman’s Update:  

BD has asked if any members of the board would like to attend the National Railway Futures 
Forum on the 14 September 2016. JG explained that she was attending as Make it York. 
 
Bio-economy-The Bio-economy task and finish group will report to the board in September.  
 
GCHQ- There is an opportunity for a cyber-security park within the fence at the Scarborough 
site. Last week BD met the Senior Director for GCHQ and BD and JF are planning to meet 
him in Cheltenham, GCHQ have the budget to expand but there is no capacity at 
Cheltenham. There is plenty of spare room at Scarborough and all of the aerials are now 
redundant. This opportunity will be mention at the Local Growth Fund (LGF) Ministerial 
Challenge Session. GCHQ have asked if this proposal can be presented in November. It 
was also noted that a development of this scale could help with the upgrading of the A64, 
this could be a game changer for this region. The board discussed that there are numerous 
universities involved in cyber science, and this project should be linked to the best 
universities not just one. JG had been to the opening of the GCHQ museum and is involved 
in helping them to have a museum that can’t be open to the public.  

 
BD rounded up by saying that with Bridlington Marina and the developing potash mine there 
is a lot, in our favour for a rural area. 

  
 

4. EU Referendum- JF talked through his paper on the LEP’s stance following the 
referendum result. It was noted that a press release of the statement had gone out and was 
to be included in BD’s AGM speech. CM commented that the top of the agenda should be 
the EU funding and suggested that our ask be re-tailored, we need to confirm the funds that 
are coming through. We don’t know if there will be any more calls, and people are nervous 
about starting new projects. BD has signed a joint letter from the LEP network.  
RF expressed his concern for the farmers in our area, especially the upland farmers that 
depend heavily on their farm subsidies. JF suggested that RF meets with David Smurthwaite 
to discuss these issues. JF explained that it would be difficult to come up with a new model 
that would to cover farmer’s needs and meets government’s targets. JG explained that 
visitor numbers are up at present with staycations and this could last for the next year or 2. It 
was noted that there had been some serious issues of racism since the Brexit result, and we 
didn’t want to damage the friendly Yorkshire welcome.  

 
Actions: RF to meet with David Smurthwaite.  
 
 
5. Growth Deal Round 3 Bid- AL talked through his paper explaining that JF BD himself and 

RC if available are to have a Ministerial Challenge session on the 19 July, followed be a 
Prioritising meeting on the 20 July. The board thank AL and his team for all of their hard 
working in pulling the bid together, also there had been compliments from the LA’s on the 
process of used. 
 

 LEP Board noted the work carried out to date to prepare Growth Deal Round 3 
submission; 
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 The board formally delegate the final sign off of the Growth Deal 3 
submission to the Prioritisation Group meeting on the 20th July 2016. 

 
 
6. SEP Update Sign Off- The board agreed they liked the layout of the document. There 
was a concern that there is not enough mention of tourism and the part this plays in flexible 
jobs as this is a career you can dip in and out of. Also if the LEP wanted to draw down more 
money for the Tourism sector this needs to be mentioned in the SEP. TF Confirm this could 
be added. It was also noted that the front page needed to be a little more like the front of the 
AGM. BD thanked PW and Mark Altey for their work on the design.  
 
Action: TF to look at adding in more on tourism and the front cover design. 
 
 
7. Annual report sign off- JF talked through the key numbers. He thanked the team and the 
LA’s for getting us where we are now.BD said that it had been an interesting year and 
looking forward was difficult. He also added that that LEP’s were needed more now than 
ever. BD thanked the politicians around the table for their input and for the board sticking 
together. CM thanked BD for his time and efforts with the board.  
 
 
8. AOB- No AOB. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.35 am. The next meeting is on 16 September 2016 at 10 am.  


